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3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 

The specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the 
presence of all possible minor errors, e.g.. typographical, grammar, idiomatic, syntax 
and etc. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any errors of which applicant 
may become aware in the specification. 

The drawings are objected to because of the following reasons: 

1) . The reference numeral "37" has been described as valve at page 6, line 4, but 
is shown as tube or pipe in Fig. 1 . 

2) . The drawing fails to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(4) because reference 
characters "24" and "22" have been used to designate both "Torricellian vacuum area" 
(page 5, line 6), & "seawater column" (page 5. line 14); and " the volume" (page 5, line 
16", and "volume" (page 7. line 8) respectively. 

Applicant should further check that no different parts are referred to by the same 
number or vice versa, i.e., no different numbers are referred to by the same part. 

[Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as 
either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of 
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any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance]. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

a) .The inconsistent used of terminology in the claims is improper. For example: 

1) . "the vacuum area" in claim 1 as opposed to " "vacuum volume" in claim 4. 

2) . "a vacuum" in line 4 as opposed to "the vacuum area" in line 5 of claim 7. See also 
claim 1 1 . 

b) . The claimed "the vacuum area" in claim 1 , lines 4-5 and in claim 1 1 , last line 
lack antecedent supports in the claims. 

c) . The claimed "relatively pure water" is indefinite as it could also mean as 
"relatively impure". 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the Invention was made. 
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Claims 1 -14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sanchez Belmar (6.436.242) in view of Payne (4.358.250) and Katz (3. 127.330) or 
Lapeyre (3,980,527) 

Sanchez Belmar discloses substantially the apparatus as claimed. See Fig. 1. 
The apparatus of Sanchez Belmar differs from the claimed invention in that claim 1 , for 
example, recites "a natural force powered source powering the compression" wherein 
the natural force comprises wind power as recited in claim 2; and wherein the natural 
force comprises wave power which drives a wave power motor which drives the 
compressor as further recited in claim 3. However, to substitute the compressor of 
Sanchez Belmar with a wind energized prime mover comprising a compressor, to arrive 
at the claimed invention, would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art for 
the advantages taught e.g.. col. 4, lines 61-68 of the Payne's reference. Likewise, to 
substitute the compressor of Sanchez Belmar with the wind-driven surface waves would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art so as to provide energy that is not 
costly economically as well as environmentally as is resulting from the used of 
conventional fuel supplies as taught e.g., at col. 4, lines 39- 45 of Lapeyre. In like 
manner Katz teaches deriving power directly from the waves associated with the 
surface of the sea to overcome problems associated with the used of conventional fuel 
source. See col. Lines 9-21 . 

The "whereby" clause such as "whereby the vapor in the vacuum area is compressed 
and cooled in the heat exchanger to produce relatively pure water", recited in claim 1, 
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does not define any device and accordingly cannot be distinguished in the prior art in 
the structural sense. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a) . Trull discloses a wave motion motor. 

b) . Huse discloses a vapor distillation apparatus with compressor means. 

c) . Williamson teaches that a compressor can be driven in a variety of ways. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to V. Manoharan whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn Caldarola can be reached on (571) 272-1444. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free).. 
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